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CONFERENCE 

“Investment in Mountains: Opportunities and Challenges” 

 

17 June 2012, 13.00 – 15.00 hours 

Auditorium, Mountain Pavilion, Athletes’ Park, Rio de Janeiro 

 

PROGRAMME 

 
Moderator: Mr. Mario Boccucci, Chief, Terrestrial Ecosystems Unit,  

UNEP DEPI 

13.00 – 13.05 
Opening statement - “Why invest in Sustainable Mountain Development”- 

Mr. Olman Serrano, Coordinator, Mountain Partnership Secretariat, FAO  

13.05 – 13.20 
“Experiences from Hindu-Kush Himalayas – Hydropower and Ecotourism in 

Bhutan” – HE Lyonpo Pema Gyamtsho (PhD), Minister for Agriculture and 

Forests, Royal Government of Bhutan 

13.20 – 13.35 
“Sustainable tourism and crossborder cooperation in the Balkans” –  

Ms. Marta Szigeti Bonifert, Executive Director, Regional Environmental 

Centre for Central and Eastern Europe (REC)  

13.35 – 13.50 
“Experiences from the Andes - Extractive industries and the need for 

responsible mining” - Mr. Miguel Saravia, Executive Director, CONDESAN 

13.50 – 14.05 
“Experiences from the Alps - the Alpine Convention guidelines on small 

hydropower” – Mr. Marco Onida, Secretary General, Alpine Convention 

14.05 – 14.20 
“Experiences from the Caucasus – Sustainable Tourism in Georgia”-  

Ms. Ana Japaridze – Head of Marketing and PR Division, Agency of 

Protected Areas, Georgia  

14.20 – 14.35 
“Experiences from Brazil” – Mr. Dagnino,  

Independent Consultant, Technical Director of Qualifactory Consultoria 

14.35 – 15.00 
Conclusions and interactive discussion with the public -  

Chair: Mr. Jan Dusik, Acting Director, UNEP ROE 

 
 

Organizing and supporting Partners:  
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Background and introduction  
 

Mountains cover approximately one-quarter of the world’s surface and are home to 12 percent 

of the human population. Mountain regions and their inhabitants are disproportionally affected 

by climate change, increasing natural disasters, food and energy crises, population growth, 

water scarcity and desertification, loss of biodiversity, degradation of ecosystems, migration, 

and growth of cities. Mountains also offer significant opportunities for solutions by providing 

key environmental services such as freshwater, biodiversity conservation and energy to more 

than half of humanity. “Because of the importance of mountains and the many services they 

provide, sustainable mountain development does not only regard mountain communities, but is 

a global concern”(source: Why invest in SMD, FAO, 2011)  

 

Mountain regions and their inhabitants are disproportionally affected by climate change, 

increasing natural disasters, food and energy crises, population growth, water scarcity and 

desertification, loss of biodiversity, degradation of ecosystems, migration, and growth of cities.  

 

However, the upstream and downstream linkages as well as the concrete benefits deriving from 

mountains are not properly recognized and valorized. It is important to provide incentives to 

attract economic actors for promoting Sustainable Mountain Development linked to Green 

Economy. The task and challenge is to unlock the potential of mountain ecosystems – in terms 

of ensuring that they continue to provide services to the local and global economy - while at the 

same ensuring their conservation and sustainable management. In order to unlock this 

potential it is inter alia necessary: � To increase levels of investment and funding for 

sustainable development in mountain regions at the global, regional, national and community 

levels, including through international funding mechanisms such as REDD and REDD plus 

programmes and through better integration of the private sector � Integrate sustainable 

mountain development into green economy strategies and ensure that institutional 

arrangements are in place to allow mountain communities to benefit from these emerging 

opportunities and to protect mountain resources from increasing demand (source: Why invest 

in SMD, FAO, 2011) 

 

Investment in mountain regions bears many opportunities but also many challenges, in 

particular, in the field of sustainability. There are various examples proving this strife for such a 

balance, e.g. in the field of hydropower and extractive industries/mining.  

 

Description 
 

The event will be structured in the way that short key presentations by key stakeholders 

(governmental representatives, IGO and NGOs representatives etc.) followed by an interactive 

dialogue among the speakers and the public with concrete recommendations guiding the discussions 

and outcomes (in particular the mountain section) of the Rio+20 Earth Summit. It targets 

governmental representatives, representatives from IGOs and NGOs, the science community dealing 

with sustainable mountain development.  
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Objectives 
 

The event aims, in particular, at presenting concrete opportunities and challenges in the field of 

investment in mountain regions with special focus on the aspect of sustainability, by presenting 

examples in the field of renewable energy and energy efficiency (such as hydropower), extractive 

industries/mining and sustainable tourism. It also aims at exchanging information and best-practices 

between various mountain regions with the view of fostering mountain-to-mountain cooperation 

and paving the way for new strategic partnerships.  

 

The foreseen event will form a substantive contribution to the discussions held at Rio Earth Summit 

2012, in particular, with regards to sustainable mountain development and serve as additional 

guidance for possible outcomes, in particular to the subsection “mountains” as included in the 

current zero draft document. 

 
Contact information 
 

Mr. Matthias Jurek, Hub for Eastern Europe, MP Secretariat, UNEP Vienna – ISCC, EURAC expert, 

Email: matthias.jurek@unvienna.org , Official Mobile: 0043 699 1459 7120  

 


